January 3, 2011

Dear Students, Parents and Guardians,
Welcome to Integrated Business Technology 3!  We will be learning web design, some animation, and database software planning and design.  This is a project-based class where we have some very exciting things happening this semester that will be useful to you long after our class ends.  This letter is also available on Mrs. Hall’s website at www.amberhall.net so you can easily follow the included links.
For starters, our class is completing in the Global Virtual Classroom website building contest.  We are teamed up with students in Canada and Lithuania to build a site that will be completed by March 31st and judged by an international panel.  You can read more about the contest and see past winners (including LHS’s previous teams!) at www.virtualclassroom.org or view last year’s site at http://gvc1020.gvc10.virtualclassroom.org.  

Our students have already selected the topic for our site – Strange Festivals of the World – and the process of learning web design and getting the site designed and built will be fast and furious over the next 3 months!  We will be using the Adobe Web Standard CS3 suite, especially DreamWeaver, as our core software.  Our team site will be available at http://gvc1114.gvc11.virtualclassroom.org and you can drop by in the mean time to view our progress.  This is something students should put on their resumes, discuss in their interviews and be proud of – it is a challenging contest requiring teamwork, diplomacy and computer skills!
We also typically consult with a small business owner or small non-profit for students to individually compete in designing a site to meet the organization’s needs as our final website project.  The winning students have all walked away with generous gift cards in the past!  I am still accepting requests from businesses and non-profits until January 13th and then will select which business we will work with this year.  Past winning sites can be viewed at http://redfoxinteriordesign.com and http://www.jah5k.com.  
· Please contact me at ahall@lps.k12.co.us if you need a site developed or redesigned by our students. 
Finally, I am in the process of trying to achieve National Board Certification.  As a part of the National Board process, I must submit a portfolio that will include a 20 minute clip of me teaching our Integrated Business Technology 3 class.  The video is solely used to assess me, but will include footage of the students in the class. Attached is a permission form I need signed by parents/guardians and returned as soon as possible.  Please let me know if you have any objections to your student being featured in the video so I can plan accordingly.  Thank you for your support!
I am really excited to get started, and hope you all will find this semester extremely worthwhile!  
Sincerely,

Amber Hall

Business Teacher/ CTE Department Chair

ahall@lps.k12.co.us
