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Why Teach Literacy & Reading?

· Students often don’t understand that:

· Reading is more than just “decoding” words

· Reading is an active, constructive process

· Good readers have a bunch of reading strategies they use to comprehend texts, such as:
· Visualize (make mental pictures or sensory images)

· Connect (to own experience, events in the world, other reading)

· Question (actively wonder, surface uncertainties, interrogate the text)

· Infer (predict, hypothesize, draw conclusions)

· Evaluate (determine importance, make judgments)

· Analyze (notice text structure, point of view, theme)

· Recall (retell, summarize, remember information)

· Self-monitor (recognize and act on confusion, uncertainty, attention problems)
· Prior knowledge is the main determinant of comprehension

Try This (Read the Following):


With hocked gems financing him, our hero bravely defied all scornful laughter that tried to prevent his scheme.  “Your eyes deceived” he had said.  “An egg not a table correctly typifies this unexplored planet.”  Now three sturdy sisters sought proof.  Forging along sometimes through calm vastness, yet more often over turbulent peaks and valleys.  Days became weeks as many doubters spread fearful rumors about the edge.  At last from somewhere, welcomed winged creatures appeared signifying momentous success.
A puzzler, yes?  Write your guess as to the meaning here:_____________
One Word Hint:_____________________

Now re-read the passage and see if it makes more sense!
The point?  A little effort from us can provide students with the keys they need to open up meaning in their reading. (Taken from Subjects Matter)

Example:

· Business Communications Ethics Project (more details available on my website)
· Reading Activity Worksheets are available on my site too
Resources: 

· Book: Subjects Matter, Every Teacher’s Guide to Content-Area Reading by Harvey Daniels and Steven Zemelman
· Handout: Critical Reading Guiding Principles
· Handout: Student Guide: Reading is a Process

· Http://www.amberhall.net – Additional resources are available on the Conference Presentations Page

· Literacy Coaching or Study Group at your school/ district?  I have found it extremely useful – earning credit for having 2 or more brains working on one problem!
